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6 MUSICAL DICTIONARY

The following terms are those most often used in sheet and educational music, and you will recognize many
in this series of folios. By observing them, you will be able to add expression, style, and tonal color to the

music you piay.

General Terms

adlib . . . . . . e e Play as you please
Coda®. . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . Playfromthissign to end of song
D.C.(DaCapol . . . .« .« . e e Return to beginning and repeat
D.S.(DalSigna} (%) . . . - . . . .+ o . - Return to Sign ( ¥ ), and repeat
DC. alFine . . . . . . . . .. ..+« . . Retrnto beginning, play to “‘Fine”
DS alFine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ReturntoSign { ¥ ), play to “Fine"
DC.alCoda . . » . - +« « « . « « v+ . . Rewrnto beginning, play to words

"To Coda 4", then play to end
DS.alCoda . . . « . « « . . . . . . . . ReturntoSign ({ J ), thenditto above
Fermata (/Z3N) . . « .« « « « o o e Hold note longer than written
Fine. . . . . +« +« +« v v+« ...+ . . Theend
Molto . . . + +« « « « v« W o+ . . Much
Ped. {(Pedal) . . . . . . « .« o . . Sustain pedal as indicated
PocoaPoco . . . « .+« « o+ o« o« . . . . Little by little
Simile . . . . . . e e e e e Similarly, the same
ToCoda (&) . . . . .« - « . - - Go directly to the Coda sign ( € ) and play to end

Tempo, Rhythm

accel. (accelerando} . . . . . .« « o o o . Gradually increase speed

Alla Breve ( E y . . . . . . . . . . . . . Twobeatstothe measure, one beat to each half note, cut time
Allegrettc . . . . . . . . - e e Medium fast

Allegro . . . . . . . o o e e Fast

Andamte . . . . . +« + « .« v « . < . . . Moderately slow

ATempo . . . . . . e e e The original time

Blues. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Slowly, withstrong steady beat
Larghetto . . . . . . . .« . . Fairly slow, broad

Largd . « o« o« e e e e Slow and broad

Lento . . . . . o« . . . . . . . . . . . Sowly

Moderately (Moderato}) . . . . . . . . - . . Medium or moderate speed
Presto . . . . . . . +« « .« v . . < . . . Quick, very fast

Rall {Rallentando) . . . . . . . . . . . . . Graduallyslower

Rit {Ritardando) . . . . . . . . . . Gradually slower

Tempo diMarcia . . . . . . . . . . Play as March

TempodiValse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Play as Waltz

TempoPrimo . . . . . . . o o . o Return to original speed

Vivace . . . . . .« . . . . .« . . . Lively

Dynamics, Volume

Accents (= A =~} . . . . . . . . . . . . . Emphasize play louder
Cresc, {Crescendo—~==—=) . . . . . . . . . . QGraduallyget louder
Dim. {Diminuendo==—} . . . . . . . . . . Gradually get softer

f (forte) . . . . . . .o Loud

# (fortissimo) . . . . . . . . « . . « . . Very toud

Marcato . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Emphasize, play louder
mf (mezzoforte} . . . . . . . . . - . . . Medium loud

mp (mezzo piano} . . . . . - . . - o Medium soft

p (piane) . . . . . . . . e Soft

pp (pianissimo} . . . . . . . . . . .. Very soft

sfz (sforzando} . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hardaccem

Expression, Feeling

Animato . . . . .« « + « . « <« « < . . . Lively, animated

Arpeggio . . . . . . o e e e e Playing notes separately, harp-like
Cantabile . . . . . . . . . . « . . . . . Smooth, gentle

Expressivo (esp} . . . . - « . .« . - o o . . With feeling, expression

Giocoso . . . . .« e e e o o .. Gally, playfully

Grazioso . . . . .« o+« o« o« v« « . . Gracefully

Legato . . . . . . e e e e e Smoothly, connected

Maestoso . . . . . v+« « w « .« . . . Majestically, with dignity
Misteriosd . . . o+ + « « « « W« o« o« « .« . . Mysteriously

Rubato . . » . + + « « v . +« . <« <« .« . . Slowdown, then speed up to make up lost time
Staccato (dot over orundernote) . . . . . . . . Short, disconnected

Teiste . . . . . . . .« « . . . . . . . . SGadly
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Andantino con espressione

Words by Vincenzo Russo
Music by Eduardo Di Capua
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Italian National Anthem

Emilic Novaro

Andante maestoso
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Luna Nova

Music by P. Mario Costa

Words by Salvatore Di Giacomo
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Valse moderato
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Marcato con spirito
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Notte Di Carezze

(From "The Pearl Fishers")

Words by Angelo Francesco
Music by Georges Bizet
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Piacer d'Amor

Giovanni Martini

Valse Lento
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Serenade

Enrico Toselli
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Santa Lucia

Neapolitan

Valse andantino
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Italian Dance

Tarantella
(Wedding Tarantella)

Vivo (lively)
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Torna A Surriento

(Come Back To Sorrento)
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(From "L'Elisir d'Amore)

Una Furtiva Lagrima

Gaetano Donizetti
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(from "Pagliacci")

Words & Music by Ruggiero Leoncavallo
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