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National Anthems Online

Arranged by Colin Kirkpatrick

JAPAN:   Kimigayo (The Emperor's Reign)

 Hiromori Hayashi (1831-1896)  

You may download the score and the instrumental parts free of charge, making as many copies as you need. 
However, these may not be subsequently sold. Feedback from users is always welcomed.  If you would like to 

report any mistakes in the music, make comments or suggestions (in English)  please contact Colin Kirkpatrick at 
doctorcolin@csloxinfo.com. If you perform,  record or broadcast this arrangement, please notify the Performing 

Rights Society (in the UK) or the equivalent  performance rights organisation in your own country (e.g. ASCAP in 
the USA; SOCAN in Canada), listing the name of the anthem and the arranger.

This arrangement © Colin Kirkpatrick 2009.

When the Meiji period began in 1868 and Japan made its start as a modern nation, there was no Japanese national anthem. In 
1869, the Irish military band leader John William Fenton, learned that Japan lacked an anthem and told the members of Japan's 
military band about the British national anthem "God Save the King." He emphasized the importance of a national anthem and 
offered to write the music for a Japanese anthem if suitable words could be found. The task of finding a text fell to Artillery 
Captain Oyama Iwao, who was highly knowledgeable in Japanese and Chinese literature. The words were selected from a 
tanka (a 31-syllable poem) found in a 10th century anthology. From very early times, this poem had been recited to 
commemorate auspicious occasions and the words had often been set to music. As a result, the Japanese anthem has the 
distinction of being unique, in having words of such antiquity. Fenton setting of the Kimigayo words was first performed, 
accompanied by brass, during an army parade in 1870. 

Fenton's melody was later considered to be lacking in solemnity and in 1876, Osamu Yusuke, the director of the Naval Band, 
proposed to change the melody, in order to reflect the musical style common in chants performed at the Imperial Court. In July 
1880, a new melody was selected, composed by Yoshiisa Oku and Akimori Hayashi. The name of the composer is often listed 
as Hiromori Hayashi but actually he was their supervisor and Akimori's father. Akimori was also one of Fenton's music 
students. The German bandmaster Franz Eckert (1852-1916) later made a four-part vocal arrangement, and the song became 
Japan's national anthem in 1888. The government did not officially adopt the anthem until 1999.

When the anthem is being performed by instrumentalists and singers, the first two measures are often played as an instrumental 
introduction.  The comma marks in the notation indicate where there is a slight pause between phrases. The melody is in the 
Dorian mode.



&

&

?

?

?

?

?

÷

÷

÷

b

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Timp.

Cym.

S.Dr.

B. Dr.

œ

f

œ ˙

,

œ

f

œ ˙

,

œ

f

œ ˙ ,

œ

f

œ ˙
,

œ

f

œ
˙

,

œ

f

œ
˙

,

wæ
f

∑

∑

∑

œ

F

œ œ œ

œ

F

œ
œ œ

œ

F

œ œ œ

œ

F

œ œ œ

œ

F

œ œ œ

œ

F

œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

.œ

j
œ
˙

,

.œ

j
œ
˙

,

œ œ ˙
,

œ œ ˙

,

œ œ ˙

,

œ œ
˙

,

Ó
˙
æ

F cresc.

∑

Ó ˙

æ

F cresc.
∑

œ

f

œ ˙

œ

f

œ ˙

œ

f

œ ˙

œ

f

œ ˙

˙

f

˙

˙

f
˙

˙
æ

f

Ó

w

f
œ

f

Œ Ó

∑

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

˙ œ œ

œ
œ
œ œ

œ
œ
œ œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ

poco rit.

œ œ ˙

p

œ

poco rit.

œ œ ˙

p

œ

poco rit.

œ œ ˙

p
œ

poco rit.

œ œ ˙

p

œ

poco rit.

œ œ ˙

p

œ

poco rit.

œ œ ˙
p

Ó ˙
æ
p

∑

∑

˙
F poco rit.

˙
p

2



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <FEFFd5a5c0c1b41c0020c778c1c40020d488c9c8c7440020c5bbae300020c704d5740020ace0d574c0c1b3c4c7580020c774bbf8c9c0b97c0020c0acc6a9d558c5ec00200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020b9ccb4e4b824ba740020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c2edc2dcc624002e0020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b9ccb4e000200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee563d09ad8625353708d2891cf30028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f003002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c4fbf65bc63d066075217537054c18cea3002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


