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THE MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENT IN MUSIC FOR
ME IS THE FEELING. WITHOUT THAT, THE MUSIC
DOESN'T REALLY WORK. IN MY MUSIC, | AM MORE
INTERESTED IN WHAT FEELINGS | CAN CONVEY
RATHER THAN HOW MANY NOTES | CAN PLAY IN
ONE BAR. | ENJOY MANY STYLES OF MUSIC AND
THIS IS REVEALED IN MY ALBUMS. | DO NOT WANT
TO BE LABELED A ONE STYLE ARTIST. | LIKE TO
CONSIDER MYSELF A COMPREHENSIVE ARTIST,
AND AS SUCH, MY ALBUMS GENERALLY CONTAIN
SOME TYPE OF LATIN OR BRAZILIAN MATERIAL, A
COMPOSITION EXPLORING SOUND AND RHYTHM
THROUGH SPACE, A CLASSICAL TYPE PIECE,
SOME ROCK, SOME FUNK, AND SOUL, ALL PLAYED
WITH JAZZ AND BLUES OVERTONES. JAZZ AND
BLUES ARE THE UNIFYING FACTOR IN ALL OF
THESE STYLES FOR ME. THEY, BESIDES MYSELF,
PROVIDE THE MEDIUM THROUGH WHICH ALL
THESE STYLES ARE SUBJECTED, PROCESSED,
AND FINALLY RELEASED.

THIS IS THE AGE OF SPECIALIZATION. IT IS
EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO FIND MUSICIANS WHO
ARE CAPABLE AND WILLING TO PLAY A VAST
VARIETY OF MUSIC AND DO SO HONESTLY AND
STILL DIG IT. NEVERTHELESS, | FEEL MUCH MORE
SATISFIED, MUSICALLY SPEAKING, PLAYING
SUCH A DIVERSE ORDER OF MUSIC.

MANY BAND LEADERS AND RECORD PRODUC-
ERS CONSCIOUSLY OR UNCONSCIOUSLY GUIDE
THEIR GROUPS ON THE CONCEPTUAL THEORY
THAT A BAND SHOULD HAVE A CENTRAL FOCUS
AND SOUND. GROUPS LED BY HERBIE HANCOCK,
CHICK COREA, JOHN McLAUGHLIN, AND SWARMS
OF ROCK GROUPS ALL HAVE AN IDENTIFIABLE
SOUND AND/OR STYLE. ONCE SUCCESSFUL WITH
A PARTICULAR SOUND AND STYLE, IT IS COMMON
PRACTICE TO CONTINUE ALONG SIMILAR MUSI-
CAL LINES SO YOUR AUDIENCE CAN IDENTIFY YOU
WITH “YOUR” SOUND AND THE RECORD COMPA-
NY KNOWS YOU WILL PROBABLY SELL MORE RE-
CORDS WITH EACH NEW RELEASE BECAUSE OF
THE FOLLOWING YOU HAVE AND WILL CONTINUE

TOBUILD. 1 AMNOT SAYING, HOWEVER, THAT THE
MUSICIANS MENTIONED ABOVE HAVE NO VARIETY
IN THEIR MUSIC BECAUSE THAT IS DEFINITELY
NOT THE CASE. | AM SPEAKING OF CONSTANT
STRIKING CONTRASTS IN STYLE AND APPROACH
TO A TOTAL BAND SOUND FROM ONE COMPOSI-
TION TO ANOTHER IN A LIMITED SPACE OF TIME.

SINCE | LIKE MANY STYLES OF MUSIC, | FOUND
IT QUITE NATURAL TO PLAY THESE VARIOUS
STYLES IN THE SAME ALBUM OR ON THE SAME
SHOW. I'M NOT SATISFIED WITH MERELY STAB-
BING AT A STYLE OF MUSIC. MY GOAL ISTO STUDY
AND ABSORB AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE THE THINGS
THAT MAKE A PARTICULAR STYLE WORK, AND
HOW | CAN USE THESE ELEMENTS TO ENHANCE
AND MORE FULLY COMMUNICATE WHAT | FEEL.
WHAT | LOSE FROM NOT HAVING A CENTRAL
FOCUS CONCEPT, | GAIN IN THE JOY AND CHAL-
LENGE OF PLAYING MORE COMPREHENSIVE
MUSIC AND TAKING A GIVEN AUDIENCE ON MY
TRIP. IT'S LIKE TAKING A TRIP AROUND THE
WORLD AND ABSORBING WHAT YOU CAN FROM
THE VARIOUS CULTURES YOU SEE. MY RECORDS
AND PERFORMANCES ARE LIKE TAKING A TRIP
THROUGH MUSIC AND ABSORBING WHAT YOU
CAN FEEL FROM THE VARIOUS STYLES PRE-
SENTED. IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO LOOK SO
CLOSELY AT THE TECHNICAL ASPECT OF THE
MUSIC, BUT RATHER TO FEEL WHAT IS THERE
ACCEPTING IT FOR WHAT IT IS AND TAKING THE
TRIP. ONE SHOULD NOT APPROACH ANY MUSIC
WITH PRECONCEIVED IDEAS OR CLOSED MINDS.
HOWEVER, SINCE | REALIZE THIS IS RELATIVELY
AN IMPOSSIBILITY, | KNOW WHAT MUSICAL PRE-
FERENCES AND PREJUDICES 1 FACE. | STILL BE-
LIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS POSSIBLE TO
MUSICALLY PLEASE A VASTNUMBER OF PERSONS
AND STILL ESTHETICALLY SATISFY YOURSELF,
THE ARTIST. THE RIGHT COMBINATION OF
MUSICAL ELEMENTS IS THE KEY TO THAT GOAL. |
WILL EVER CONTINUE MY SEARCH FOR THAT KEY.



GEORGE DUKE IS IN THE FOREFRONT OF THOSE YOUNG MUSI-
CIANS WHO ARE, ASHE PUTSIT, “MULTISTYLISTIC.” IT'S POSSIBLE
THAT GEORGE CAN’T PLAY SOME THINGS ON HIS IMPRESSIVE
ARRAY OF ACOUSTIC AND ELECTRIC KEYBOARDS. BUT IT’S NOT

VERY LIKELY.

REACH FORIT, HIS NEW EPIC LP, LIKE HIS NEW
BAND, SHOWCASES THE VOCAL SIDE OF DUKE AS
BOTH COMPOSER AND PERFORMER. “WHAT WE
PERFORM IS CLOSE TO A 50-50 MIX OF INSTRU-
MENTALS AND VOCALS. SOME OF THE MORE
ESOTERIC THINGS WE PLAY ARE NOW MORE
VOCAL-ORIENTED TO MAKE IT EASIER FOR
PEOPLE TO UNDERSTAND. BUT PFMNOT GOING TO
SACRIFICE THE MUSICALITY. I'M NOT PLAYING
DISCO MUSIC.”

INSTRUMENTAL EXPERTISE IS STILL THE MES-
SAGE. HEAVY FUNK, POLISHED SOUL AND HARD
ROCK ARE ALL INTERWOVEN INTO THE NEW
SOUND.

SOMETIMES IT IT IS DIFFICULT TO PINPOINT
THE KIND OF MUSIC GEORGE DUKE DOES — IN
GEORGE DUKE’S OPINION, IT’'S UNNECESSARY TO
TRY. “PEOPLE SHOULD ENJOY WHATEVER THEY
WANT TO ENJOY,” HE SAYS. “WHY TRY TO POLAR-
IZE MUSIC TO THE POINT OF ABSURDITY.”

GEORGE DUKE WAS BORN IN SAN RAFAEL,
CALIFORNIA IN 1946, BUT HE WAS RAISED IN
MARIN CITY, A SMALL GHETTO TOWN JUST OUT-
SIDE OF SAN FRANCISCO. AS A SEVEN-YEAR-OLD
BOY HE BEGAN PIANO LESSONS AND STARTED
PROFESSIONAL WORK WHILE ATTENDING HIGH
SCHOOL. AT 16, HE WAS LEADING A TRIO IN
A SAN FRANCISCO CLUB. THEN FOLLOWED
TROMBONE AND PIANO STUDIES AT THE
SAN FRANCISCO CONSERVATORY, SUBSEQUENT

SIDEMAN CHORES WITH DON ELLIS’ BIG BAND,
AND FINALLY TO A UNIQUE HOOK-UP WITH
FRENCH VIOLINIST JEAN-LUC PONTY. AN INTRO-
DUCTION TO ELECTRIC PIANO REALLY STARTED
DUKE’S ROCK-JAZZ CAREER BLAZING. AFTER
PONTY CAME FRANK ZAPPA’'S MOTHERS OF
INVENTION WHERE GEORGE RELUCTANTLY BUT
TRIUMPHANTLY MASTERED THE NEW SOUND OF
SYNTHESIZERS. IN 1971, GEORGE REPLACED JOE
ZAWINUL IN CANNONBALL ADDERLEY’S BAND.
THEN CAME A SHORT-LIVED QUARTET, CO-
FRONTED WITH BILLY COBHAM.

THIS BRINGS US TO THE PRESENT DUKE
ENSEMBLE, A TRULY INTRIGUING MIX OF ACOUS-
TIC AND ELECTRIC, JAZZ AND ROCK, VOCAL AND
INSTRUMENTAL, PAST AND FUTURE. LIKE GEORGE
DUKE HIMSELF, THERE MAY VERY WELL BE NO-
THING THIS BAND CAN’T DO, AND FOR THE FIRST
TIME IN HIS ALBUM CAREER, HE’S PLAYING THE
MUSICAL HERITAGE HE’S ABSORBED IN FORMU-
LATIVE YEARS OF PERFORMING ALONGSIDE THE
GENIUSES OF ADDERLY, PONTY, ZAPPA AND
COBHAM.

BACKING GEORGE ARE BAND MEMBERS
BYRON MILLER ON BASS, LEON “NDUGU"
CHANCLER ON DRUMS, ICARUS JOHNSON ON
GUITAR, SHEILA ESCOVEDO ON PERCUSSION,
AND JOSIE JAMES AND MUFFY HENDRIX ON
VOCALS.



REACH FORIT

Words and Music by

Andante GEORGE DUKE, BYRON MILLER,

Tacet

LEON “NDUGU"” CHANCLER and
CHARLES ICARUS JOHNSON
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(spoken freely) Wooh, that’s right baby. I want all yaw’ll to walk on over to the bridge with me, cause I
mo take you to the water and make you drink. Party baby, ‘cause the funk show will make you stink.

(Say what?) (Yeah.)
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If you let the funk hit your eye, you gonna turn into a spy. (Don’t you try it!) Let the funk in your heart baby!
Funk not only cures, it abcures. (Bye bye.) Naw, naw, before we do that, ahh, I mo take you to the bridge and
ah drop you off into some funk.
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G7 (sus) A7 (sus) A6 A7 (sus) A6 G7 (sus)
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A7 (sus) A6 A7 (sus) A6 G7 (sus)
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it’- Ul make you slip, it’- Il make you dip, and cause a tin-glin’in your hip bone. Won't ya
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AFTER THE LOVE

Music by
’ GEORGE DUKE
Slow Bossa Nova -
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i BROKEN DREAMS

Words and Music by

GEORGE DUKE
Moderately
A Amaj7 ¢+4) A Amaj7 (+4) A Amaj7 (+4)
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Moderate Latin feel
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Music by
GEORGE DUKE
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DO WHAT CHA WANNA

Words and Music by
) GEORGE DUKE
Medium tempo/strong groove
% Repeat on D. S.
% % Keep repeating Ist ending and fade
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Words and Music by

GEORGE DUKE
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GEORGE DUKE
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Music by
GEORGE DUKE
Slowly and lyrically
0 +
: = = ol 10 -
— i }
mf
? r. R
S 2 = 1] i il 1 fe .
=S 2= ==SC= =S ZE SRS SSE, :
I R s [T R B b e e
L 1 simile
’ i ——
t P & g S —
s > 5 } t
‘ ’'3 . bt be h_'_ qﬁ bt
: iAWY Py e Py e ;
D e e S, L e
J— T J— [I— T [ — | I— [
3
|
H— ” 5 o | |
I ! D1 e e — po—
— I {ilig s
. - i)
) i ke = : e —— 4 e bl c‘l
tp—‘ —— i ! & . Po" 4
n | | | | A
v -, :I;’l gl i f : y — t o i y o
e R I
oz i —‘H—H—@:g:@l’?‘_.q ED_Q 2
== S “r—?@:. e —— ) - - i ERm 2
ul o
Very fast r * f )f\_/r F(f L
Repeat on D. S.
Em Fg: 5
) G A
-
%. ’px - *}\ e -
0 e II \\’ e i i JIF # °
» | [ = "o i &
J
s‘. 13. — O .
7 —H— L8 X7 ©* L3 3
Do T < [ & X
o qo. ©

Copyright © 1976 MYCENAE MUSIC PUBLISHING CO.

International Copyright Secured

Made in U.S.A.

All Rights Reserved



31

—

< v~

4
(5)

B

—&-[TY
3
% A
: [ &
= \
- tu# N
21 wlill

dil = ol
ook = .
T .umm 44 |

LB A i
#j.

II ““ sele . .
st o 9% o
).a 4|T o] ey [ Y
ML B

“IaTTe

)
[£)]

“r Pl

Rock/Funk

Cs
(E base)

E ®

(wus)

GR9

Ffmn

Solo Vamp

Adb m1l

N.C.

Sus.

o0 C
=
J
ob B
Sa [OH
RN
L.. IMO
ol ]
]
N z
A -
'y N
dﬂmﬂﬂ .M
I
m.&.n ol 4
? ' (W
y / =
- h ™ u¢m
9
wil ol
¥ I 33 |
== '3
N o N
MNETe n.u*

&

[

I} V&

P P

> =

>

ey

T

-

-l
ny

¢0

7Cy

G#9

E®

(sus)

Ffm

NC.

.
Y]

sus.

=

Ffm

A




B o L8
il Y |
I X " il =3 A
LS
q »w 1 Jl— /
N «H d
o NERNY s uq —10 o
H e Iy i 11 =AY ] -
o » ] Y g
) N Y W HT 4l
1A | o I L.r ] b L1
[l 11 o A
H H 4 o el »Jm |
» Shee i ol M
q N [ 1B \
B4 L1 o Fn] 1|— ¢ TI.H
A [\ q |W_
R .S 7 ol o)
o “Te : N\
. ™ Gl 1\ o |
g P )) A Uil
o H ML Trele__ RS A
= bvu—
£ h QLN BL o
— xx] [¥% II 1y
a1 o
W«m I il il & =]
3 AR LY v . f Ny
3 b 8 )
S -~ TNH® o 2 . 1 L
% .8 o|® {ILd "
o < ,ﬁm N oy < 3 <D ;
N N~ St




LOOK INTO HER EYES

33

Words and Music by
. GEORGE DUKE
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LOVE REBORN

Lyrics by Music by
FLORA PURIM GEORGE DUKE
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GEORGE DUKE
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Words and Music by
""F GEORGE DUKE
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§ TRYIN® AND CRYIN'

Moderate Rock
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Words and Music by
GEORGE DUKE
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GEORGE DUKE
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WHAT DO THEY REALLY FEAR

Words and Music by
GEORGE DUKE
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