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“Programme Note.

The words of the Cantata—* Rejoice in the Lamb —are taken from
a long poem of the same name. The writer was Christopher Smart, an
eighteenth century poet, deeply religious, but of a strange and unbalanced
mind.

“ Rejoice in the Lamb ” was written while Smart was in an asylum,
and is chaotic in form but contains many flashes of genius,

It is a few of the finest passages that Benjamin Britten has chosen to set
to music. The main theme of the poem, and of the Cantata, is the worship
of God, by all created beings and things, each in its own way.

The Cantata is made up of ten short sections. The first sets the theme.
The second gives a few examples of one person after another being summoned
from the pages of the Old Testament to join with some creatute in praising
and rejoicing in God. The third is a quiet and ecstatic Hallelujah. In the
fourth section Smart takes his beloved cat as an example of nature praising
God by being simply what the Creator intended it to be. The same thought
is carried on in the fifth section with the illustration of the moyse. The
sixth section speaks of the flowers—* the poetry of Christ.” In the seventh
section Smart refers to his troubles and suffering, but even these are an
occasion for praising God, for it is through Christ that he will find his
deliverance. The eighth section gives four letters from an alphabet, leading
to a full chorus in section nine which speaks of musical instruments and
music’s praise of God. The final section repeats the Hallelujah.

Note by THE REV. WALTER HUSSEY.




For the Rev. Walter Hussey and the choir of S. Matthews Church, Northampton— on the occasion of the |
50th anniversary of the consecration of their church. September 21st 1943.
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Choral Music

. J. S. Bach
Cantata No. 140. Sleepers, Wake!
Edited by C. V. Stanford

Benjamin Britten
Baliad of Heroes, Op. 45
Jor Tenor or Soprano solo, Chorus and Orchestra
A Ceremony of Carols
Jor Treble Voices with Harp
Choral Dances from “Gloriana”
Jfor Mixed Voices
Hymn to St. Cecilia
Jor Mixed Voices (unaccompanied)
Saint Nicolas, Op. 42.
for Tenor Solo, Mixed Voices and String Orchestra
with Piano Duet, Percussion and Organ
Spring Symphony, Op. 44
Jfor Soprano, Alto and Tenor Soly, Mixed Chorus,
Boys® Choir and Orchestra

Frederic Cowen
The Rose Maiden, Op. 3
A Cantata for Soli, Chorus and Orchestra

H. Walford Davies
Eight Nursery Rhymes
for Mixed (or Female) Voices with Piano

Gerald Finzi
For St. Cecilia
A Ceremonial Ode for Tenor, Chorus and Orchestra

Intimations of Immortality
Jfor Tenor Solo, Mixed Chorus and Orchestra

C. Armstrong Gibbs
Before Daybreak
Jor Contralto Solo, Women’s Chorus, String Quartet,
“String Orchestra and Piano
Deborah and Barak
Cantata for Contralto and Baritone Soli, Chorus and
Orchestra
The Highwayman, Op. 72
for Chorus and Orchestra
In a Dream’s Beguiling, Op. 130
Suite for Mezzo-Soprano Solo (or Semi-chorus),
Women's Choir, String Orchestra and Piano
Odysseus, Op. go
for Soprano and Baritone Soli, Chorus and Orchestra
Pastoral Suite, Op. 123
Jfor Baritone Solo, Mixed Chorus and Orchestra
Songs of Childhood, Op. 76
Jfor Chorus, Strings and Piano
The Three Kings
for Chorus and String Orchestra

Alexandre Gretchaninoff

Liturgia Domestica, Op. 79
Jor Tenor and Bass Soli, Mixed Chorus, String
Orchestra, Organ and Harp

Serge Prokofieff

Sept ils Sont Sept, Op. 30
Jor Tenor Solo, Chorus and Orchestra

Alec Rowley

By the Deep-Nine
for Chorus and Orchestra

The River
Sor Chorus and Orchestra

Arthur Somervell

Christmas
Sor Soli, Mixed or Female Chorus and Orchestra

The Passion of Christ
Oratorio with Organ (or Piano) and Strings

Charles V. Stanford

The Bard, Op. 50
for Chorus and Orchestra

Elegiac Ode, Op. 21
Jor Soprano and Baritone Soli, Chorus and Orchesira
Phaudrig Crohoore, Op. 62
for Chorus dnd Orchestra

Songs of the Sea, Op. g1
Jfor Baritone Solo, Mixed or Male Voice Chorus and
Orchestra

Welcome Song, Op. 107
Jor Chorus and Orchestra

Igor Strawinsky

Mass
Jor Mixed Chorus and Double Wind Quartet

Symphonie de Psaumes
Jor Mixed Chorus and Orchestra

Arthur Sullivan

On Shore and Sea
Cantata for Soli, Chorus and Orchestra

Haydn Wood

Ode to Genius
for Chorus and Orchestra

Boosey & Hawkes

Limited
295 Regent Street, London, W.1
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